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BACK IN THE SADDLE: CREMINS
“THER GAVE THATUP TO.COACH THE COLLEGE OF CHARLESTCN
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LEFT-GEORGIA TECH FOR RETIREMENT GOLF

Back in the Swing

e was a gangly Irish kid growing up in

the 1960s, devoting much of his time

shooting basketballs in solitude on
the asphalt playgrounds in the Bronx, New York.
Now his name is permanently stenciled onto the
hardwood court of a premier collegiate institution in
the Deep South.

He was the Naismith National Collegiate Coach
of the Year in 1990. He led his team to an NCAA
Final Four appearance. At the zenith of his powers, he
was lured into accepting the head coaching job at his
alma mater — for a few hours ar least. He
reconsidered, reneged and followed his heart.

He finally retired 1o a cozy life in Hilton Head,

South Carolina, with forays into television color

GolfStyles
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commentary and celebrity golf fundraisers. He had
nothing left to prove. Yet, as age 60 neared, he was
pulled again by the call to lcad young men in sneakers
and shorts. They now follow him to gymnasiums in
small-rown college ourposts like Cullowhee, North
Carolina, and Statesboro, Georgia.

Bobby Cremins admits to reaching life’'s major
decisions on gut instincts. There has been the
occasional double-dribble, but his sixth sense has
been as reliable as a consistent first man off the
bench.

Legendary basketball coach Frank McGuire
enticed Cremins to play point guard for him at the
University of South Carolina. Cremins had no

realizations that his venture south would define his









