PRIVATE MATTERS

Georgia’s Newest Club Learues No Doubt Abou,t Its Place in the Market

BY PATRICK JONES

GEDRGIA The former president of
the Amencan Society of Golf Course Architects
has designed such well-respected courses in the
state as Brasstown Valley Resort in Young Harris,
St. Marlo in Duluth and Chateau Elan. The latter,
located in Braselton, is where Griffiths has based his
design business. The diverse terrain in these rolling
parts of Georgia has provided the perfect palette for
Griffiths’ preference for applying minimal changes
to the existing topography.

His firm has also created notable layouts around
the country and in destinations like England, Japan,
South Africa, Thailand and the Philippines.
Gritfiths holds the honor of being the only
American architect to design a course in St.
Andrews, Scotland.

But it is Georgia that has served as Griffiths’ most
favored landscape. He has recently added yet
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another design to his statewide portfolio of courses.
Crystal Falls Golf Club in Dawson County, which
opened in 2007, is his latest contribution.

Griffiths was hands-on at Crystal Falls Golf Club.

“He was on site all the time — at least four of five
days per week during construction,” says Dirk Dill,
head pro and manager of the private club located
off Highway 369. Crystal Falls was developed by
Dawson Cherokee Capital. It is located on property
adjoining Hollis Latham Reservoir and is
approximately 20 minutes from both Canton and
Cumming in the foothills of the Appalachian
Mountains. The residential component of the club
will eventually include 400-plus homes starting in

“the $800,000s and rising into the $2 million-plus

range. Crystal Falls Golf Club features a marina on
the shores of its 411-acre lake. The marina
clubhouse has provided a frequent setting for
weddings, receptions and other catered events.
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