





44

Kingdom r2—Winter 2008

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA MAY HAVE GIVEN US the greatest
golfer ever, but the region is better known for producing
football players—more specifically, quarterbacks.

With a rofter of Hall of Fame QBs including Johnny
Unitas (Pittsburgh), Joe Namath (Beaver Falls), Joe Montana
(Monongahela) and Jim Kelly (East Brady), it’s no wonder
that a young Dan Marino spent his childhood throwing a
football with his father and friends around the backyard and
in his hometown §treets of Pittsburgh. Times change, and
today the former Miami Dolphins QB is as likely to be found
on the fairway as anywhere else.

“I never once played golf as a kid,” says Marino, now 47.

“T did play golf a couple of times in college when 1 was invited
to a few charity events, but I never owned my own set of clubs
until T got to Florida.”

‘The nine-time Pro Bowl quarterback was induéted into the
National Football League’s (NFL) Hall of Fame in 2005 after an
impeccable record-setting career. But long before Marino was
wowing the crowds and choosing a set of clubs down south, the
blue collar athletic prodigy was slogging it out on wintry fields
in the Qakland settion of Pittsburgh. For the young future
§tar Latrobe’s Arnold Palmer may have been an idol, but Terry
Bradshaw and the Pittsburgh Steelers were more familiar.

Marino earned Parade All-American honors as a quarterback
at Central Catholic High School. He also §tarred as a baseball
pitcher with a g5 mph fastball and was drafted by the Kansas City
Royals. Thankfully {for football fans), Marino chose to §tay at home
and play quarterback for the University of Pittsburgh. In the 1982
Sugar Bowl, he showed a flash of things to come by leading the
Panthers to a dramatic, la§t-minute win over the Georgia Bulldogs.

“I never owned my
own set of clubs until

I got to Florida”

Not surprisingly, Marino was selected in the fir§t round
of the 1983 NFL draft by the Miami Dolphins—a huge career
§tep that also led to the QB's introduction to golf.

“In my firét season with the Dolphins in 1983, I §tarted
going along with some of the guys on the team that really
liked to play,” Marino says, mentioning fellow Dolphins
quarterback Don Strock and wide receiver Nat Moore.

“We used to play at Doral [Golf Resort & Spa in
Miami),” he says. “Strock played there a lot and used to work
there in the off-season. I used to call him our social diretor.
That is where 1 firt learned the game. Then I joined Adios in
1987 and really got into playing golf.”

Marino says that between joining the Palmer and Ed
Seay-designed Adios Golf Club and golfing in the off-season, he
earned a single-digit handicap in just one year.

“T would say that hockey players, baseball players,
quarterbacks and certain other football positions have that
natural hand-eye coordination that transfers over to learning

golt,” says Marino.

RECORD-BREAKING DAYS IN MIAMI

CHAMPION CAREER

When he wasn't busy lowering his handicap, Dan “The Man”
Marino, as fans called him, was using his rookie year to make
a huge impact on the NFL.

He replaced David Woodley as the Dolphins $tarting
quarterback in the sixth game and was §tellar enough to be selected
as the Starting quarterback in the Pro Bowl that same year.

As for what came next... Football fans discuss Dan Marino’s
second year in the NFL with nearly the same reverential tones golfers
reserve for talk of Bobby Jones 1930 Grand Slam. And no wonder.

In 1984, Marino shattered six NFL passing records, including
moét passing yards and most touchdown passes in a season. He led
Miami to a 14-2 record and a Super Bowl match-up againét Joe
Montana and the San Francisco 49ers. Though the Dolphins lo§t
the Super Bowl, Marino was named the league’s Most Valuable
Player and deservedly won a host of other accolades.

He spent 16 seasons as the Dolphins’ quarterback,
racking up additional awards as the NFL's Comeback Player
of the Year (1994) and Walter Payton Man of the Year (1998)




ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED QBS IN THE GAME, MARINO WAS ALWAYS THRILLING TO WATCH

on his way to the Hall of F'ame, an honor he says he cherishes:

“Knowing that I am going to be part of the game’s hiftory
forever is pretty mind-boggling. It’s a great feeling to have.”

Chronic knee problems hastened Marino’s retirement

prior to the 2000 season, at age 38, ending three decades of life

in one of sport’s most heated and violent arenas. Golf, with its
more placid and paStoral traditions, has helped fill the void.

GRIDIRON TO FAIRWAY
Marino now sports the 3-handicap of an accomplished golfer. He
annually hofts his own charity golf tournament, which has raised
millions for his Dan Marino Foundation (see sidebar). One of his
three sons, Joey, is a freshman on the golf team at the University
of North Florida in Jacksonville. And somewhere among his
numerous responsibilities, Marino has managed to grab a few
rounds with Tiger, Nicklaus and, of course, The King himself.

“Arnie is The Man,” says Marino. The two fir§t played
together at what was then called the Senior PGA Tour’s NFL
Golf Classic. “I guess I was a little nervous that time,” says the
former QB. “T was playing with Arnold and there were huge
crowds around him. .. I dido’t want to kill anybody. That was 15
years ago; I can hit it a little Straighter now than I did then.”

Professional golfers do not go about their business
trying to sink game-winning putts while trying to avoid
bodily harm. Marino’s job as quarterback required him
to throw touchdown passes while sideStepping behemoth
linemen, drooling linebackers and heat-secking, blitzing
safeties intent on knocking him on his can.

For those reasons, Marino sees little similarities between
his favorite two sports from a physical standpoint.

“Football is such a physical sport,” he says. “It is a reaction
sport. Golf requires you to think about a shot and requires a
lot of repetition in the swing. In football, my throwing motion
changed at any given time and from play to play. You have to
react to a situation like a blitz and try to make a completion
anyway that you can, where in golf you don’t want your swing
motions to change much at all.

“You have to improvise on the fly in football, which takes
some of the jitters out of playing it,” he adds. “You react to
what is in front of you and you perform. In golf, you look at a
putt, and you know how important it is, and you have to think
about it for a while and it can cause you to tense up.”

Marino does, though, see a few psychological correlations
between football and golf.

“The one thing in football that you have to learn as a
quarterback—and golf helps you with this—is to §tay focused
and in the moment,” he says. “You have to be thick-skinned as
a quarterback. If something bad happens, like an interception
or a fumble, you have to let it go away and look for to the
next opportunity.

“The game of golf is like that, too. You might hit a bad
shot. You might miss a putt that you needed to make. But you
are going to have more opportunities so you have to let it go.”

“If something bad happens,

you have to let it go and look

for the next opportunity...”
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MARINO ON COURSE

HIS GAME TODAY

Marino says that he averages about a round of golf per
week. Mot rounds are played at his home course ar Adios,
though he also gets in regular rounds at The Floridian and on
MecArthur Golf Course in Hobe Sound.

“I really enjoy the competition that golf offers,” says
Marino, who §till maintains a high profile in the public
eye. He is an analy$t on “The NFL Today” on CBS and his
handsome visage makes him the perfect pitchman for a
number of consumer produéts, including the NutriSy§tem
weight loss syStem (“T lo§t 22 pounds and so can you!”).

“There are not a lot of other things in life that I can
compete in that are similar to what I experienced playing
football,” says Marino. “Golf is one of them. You are out there
playing again§t the course... That gets the competitive side of
me going again, and I enjoy that part of it.

When critiquing his game, Marino says his short game
suffers because he doesn't get many chances to work on it.

“Moftly, I am one of those guys that takes my golf shoes out
of the trunk, puts them on in the parking lot, hits a couple of balls
and then goes and plays.”

His golf highlights include a round of 65 at Weston
Hills Country Club, a hole-in-one at Grande Qak Golf Club
in Fort Lauderdale and a double eagle on the par-s, 485-yard
No. 2 at Doral Silver Golf Course.

Occasionally he manages to get out on one of golf’s more
Storied venues. A certain course in Georgia comes to mind...

“I have had the chance to play Augusta National a few
times,” he says. “The experience and all of the tradition there...
makes it so special. Being a kid from Pittsburgh, golf was not
even a consideration back then. Getting to play at the home of
The Maters and on some of the game’s other great courses. ..
I have cherished those opportunities.” =

“You are out there playing
again$t the course. That gets the

competitive side of me going”

A WORTHY TOURNAMENT
Former Miami Dolphins quarterback Dan Marino

annually hosts the Dan Marino Celebrity Invitational
Golf Tournament in South Florida. It attracts corporate
sponsorships and brings in some of his sporting

- buddies including Jim Kelly, John Elway and hockey
great Maric Lemieux, to name a few,

The event is just one fund-raiser for the Dan
Marino Foundation, established in 1992 by Dan and his
wife, Claire, to help thousands of children with chronic
ilinesses and developmental disabilities, Michael, the
second of the Marines' six children, was diagnosed with
autism and inspired the foundation's creation. It has
since raised more than $22 million to support medical
research, treatment, and outreach programs.

Marino’s philanthropic achievements have rivaled
those that he posted on the playing field.

“The golf tournament is something that we have
been able to raise a lot of money with over the years,”

- says Marino. “It is nice when you can involve golf with
. raising money for a good cause and have your friends
and corporate sponsaors participate. That is what has

. made [the golf tournament] special.”

Visit www.danmarinofoundation.org to learn how

you can help.



