Tiger loves them, you're scared of them. But if you can hit one,
a long iron can do serious damage to vour opponents. Pazrick

Jones talks to North Carolina State University Golf Coach

Richard Svkes about how to hit the lowe§t numbers in the

game — before they disappear

ome of golf’s mo§ memorable
shots have launched off the clubfaces

of the game’s most difficult clubs to

hit. They are the clubs classified
as long irons — the ones etched with the
imposing numbers 1, 2 and 3.

Hiftoric shots include Ben Hogan’s
1-iron on the 7z2nd hole of the 1950 U.S.
Open that led to a regulation tie and eventual
championship in a playoff. There was Jack
Nicklaus’ 1-iron to within six inches of the

seventeenth hole at Pebble Beach to clinch
the 1972 U.S. Open. And then there was...
Well, a¢tually, the li§t of extraordinary long-
iron shots remains a relatively short one. And
with the advent of hybrid clubs, the exifting
register may remain frozen in time.

“Long irons are difficult clubs to hit,” says
Richard Sykes, head golf coach at North
Carolina State University in Raleigh for
the last 37 years. Sykes coached PGA Tour

veterans Carl Pettersson and Tim Clark while












