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By Patrick Jones

T WAS A REMARKABLE 50 TIMES THAT ARNOLD PALMER
took the turn off Washington Road and onto Magnolia Lane, the main entrance
to Augusta National Golf Club, to compete in The Masters Golf Tournament.
His debut came in 1955, the same year that an unknown Mississippi crooner
named Elvis signed a record deal with RCA. Ten U.S. Presidents later — Eisenhower
to GW — Palmer chose to say his good-byes as a tournament competitor in 2004.
In between, Palmer won The Magters four times — 1958, 1960, 1962 and 1964
— while rivaling that singing Presley fellow for the unofficial “The King” title by the
world’s adoring fans.

A ticket — or more accurately, badge — to The Masters is considered by many
to be the toughest ticket to a sporting event. The Georgia city of Augusta hosts this
major tournament each year in April. Golf fans coming out of winter hibernation
consider The Masters as much a sign of spring as daffodils §tarting to bloom. Due
to the demand, however, the closest most fans get to experiencing the flush of azalea
blooms along Amen Corner, holes 11, 12 and 13 at Augu§ta National, is in front of a
high-definition set tuned to CBS.

Some &ill make the pilgrimage, regardless, just to hang outside the gates and
liten to the roars emanating from the crowd following great shots across the
hallowed grounds of this Southern sanctuary.

Masters badge — or not — Georgia is a mesmerizing §tate for visitors to partake.
In faét, only one traveler ever documented, a Bill Sherman, plain hated Georgia on
his initial pass through.

And it was his loss.

Sherman, an Ohio native, was in such a blinded rush on his programmed trip to
the Georgia coadt, and so incensed at the place, that he never considered slowing
down to see the §tate’s roses, much less sniff any.

Did I mention that this assertive Northerner was also a serial arsoni§t? He tried
his best to burn everything in the §tate to the ground during his frantic visit.

Tt is too bad that Union General William Tecumseh Sherman did not take time
for a little sightseeing during his memorable Civil War junket through Georgia in
















