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Stop Thief!

l.caving your bag outside while going to the snack
bar may be the most expensive beer you'll ever buy

FEVE Armington has seen it so of
ten that he can almost discern the
aitated look on the customer s
tace. Omaverage. it happens about once a
week. That's how frequently Arrington.
manager of o Carolinag Costom Golf store
in Radergh, comes across ane of his sales
st helping a customer with a new setaf
clubs after thews have been stolen.
“Onee g week 1= only how many cases
(ot

.'\l'l'ill_!'l\ll'l “WWelve col sty or seven sales

stoden chiubs) 1 know abont,” savs
people. so | don™t hear aboutall of them!”

Fhiett ol golt equipment s a big. dark
husiness.
Workd

vice based in Canton. Mass..,

A spokesman for Insurer s
an msurance repacement ser-
eshimates
thatt the replcement value of stolen wolf

BY PATRICK JONES

clubs approaches S1200nuthon a vear
1t's no surprise that stick swindlers pro

literate considerine that many solfers

pard more for therr clubs than for their

spouse’s wedding ring - then leave these
major graphite- and steel-shatted invest-
ments unatiended around clubhouses. in
their cars and parages. Stolen clubs can
be quickly and profitably sold — no gues-

tons asked — at pawnshops and, particu-

larly i these diestal days. Laceless over

the Internet.

With a new set of top-of-the-line
woods. irons and o putter castly costung
SO0 s understandable that many
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crooks now prefer stealing solf clubs over
shaplitting at Belk's. Oh, and did we
mention that imany golfers rovtunely keave
in their bags: a wallet. watch. car kevs,
cell phone, beeper. PDAL cliss ring. pre
seripuion Ray-Bans and discount golt
COUPONA,

Don't think t could happen o you?
Think aguimn.

In Pinchurst. a couple soliciting door
toy door in :_‘;Ill.'li (HI]H‘H![I]H} WS ar-
rested an charges of stealing golt clubs
and Later selling then o goll goods stores
clsewhere in the state. They were finally
nabbed i Hendersomvalle. The woman
distracted people with her sales pitch at
the front door, while the man took the
clubs tand anythimg else he could nab)
from the sarage and loaded them into
then van

So. what can vou do 1o prevent your
clubs rom being stolen’? First, never. ever
leave them unattended at the course.
Leaving your bag outside while stepping
tside to the snack bar may e out w he
the most expensive Budweiser vou'llever
by

“The absolute best advice | ean gnve
salfers is o keep an eve on your clibs at
all mes,” savs Darvl Bender, a detec-
tve with the Pinchurst Pohoee Depant-
ment. “Always have someone stay with
your carl and clubs and be aware of
whul s O 1mn around vou”

Thie Sandbialls has one ol the highest
rates ol goll courses per capita in the
country, sa it’s no sieprise that club then
is ane ol the conumunity’s most preva
lent erimes. Bender estimates that he
handles a dozen stolen club cases cach
month during the peak golling season.

Here's another tip: Don’tadvertise that
vou own expensive Clubs wath look-at-
what-I"ve-cot headeovers. I you play
with priceless woods inherited (rom Eli
Catlaway s personal callection. consider
conceahmg them with no-name head con -
ers from Wil Mart.

“Wath expensive woods these davs at's
a good dea o keep genence headeovers
on them so nobody knows what’s under
neath of they happen o be walking by,



to tuke. Fiest. file a report with the local
pohice department. Next, consull your
insurance carrier o see it the equipment
s voverad by vour homeowner s pohicy
Plul Ougehiton, who spent time as aspe
cial claims representative for Farmers
Insuranee Group while based in Carner
sl ‘\}:li‘|||\.ll I‘:l.'-i,.l: l‘-‘i\:,- G VOrY |‘|_’
problem™ in his first six months handling
iims in eastern North Carohing. He e
tmates he processed & dozen casesan that
span, includimg three hags stolen out ol
the same vehicle i Wrightsville Beach
One of the baes was recovered when the
thicl. apparently overburdened by the
booty, dropped 11 0 a nearby fickd
[ he rescued clubs proved 1o be g Lirst
for Qughton. In 1 years of handling
claims in Arizona belore spe I'riE:H_" fime
i North Carolima, he sav st was the Lirst
case i which stolen clubs were returned.
When filing o chitm. Oughton savs

there s “no dollar oot on ol clubsan
What thief wauldn’t be

: homeowner's policies. “Even il you have
name-brand clubs ."mrt ulg

as IS0 et of Yonex ¢lubs stolen, we i
comg to pay vou tor itimmus deductible
and depreciationy. OF course. 1if vou had

l'_}'! -
v Ciary Otto, the first assistan! profes another club i your bag vou pmaehn want
siomal at Devils Ridee Goli Cluban Holly 1o disgnise

Springs. “Same goes with putiers. A It you are nipped off despite yonr best 5 S15.000 set of clubs, T would want a
Seotty Cameron can cost 52300 That's  diligence. there are several steps vouneed  hitde proot ™ m
—_—

Whatev.er your coffee™

needs, Filterfresh &

offers an innovative and
practical solution.

We provide exceptional coffee, hrewing equipment and
service to companies with 10 to 10,000+ employees

—
Providing Office Cofiee B _
Services in North Carolina Fll I ERFR ESH ’ www.justgoodcoffee.com

Since 1987 . .
Great coffee. Great choices. Anytime.

Coffee a la Carte

The Caffe Mio
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