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t has been a quarter of a century, but Atlanta

Hawks head coach Mike Woodson clearly

remembers his first round of golf. A senior at
Indiana University in 1980, Woodson was cajoled
onto the school’s golf course by Hoosier basketball
teammates Randy Wittman and Ted Kitchel.

“I told them before we teed off, ‘Listen guys, if |
hit a golf ball over in the woods, I'm not going to
g0 look for it,”” Woodson recalls. “They said,
“Woody, obviously you don’t know how much

these golf balls cost.’ I didn't care. I was never a
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guy who hung out in the woods.”

Now 25 years on, Woodson remains adamant
about staying out of the woods — this time in a
figurative sense. Entering his second season at the
helm of the Hawks, Woodson is charged with the
imposing task of leading a long-struggling
franchise back to NBA respectability. The team
has not reached the playoffs since 1999. What's
more, almost a generation has passed since the
Atlanta Hawks reached their zenith, when a team
that included Dominique Wilkins, Tree Rollins,










