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“The setting is idyllic. It is a beaurtiful
peace of land,” said Stephen Downes, presi-
dent and general manager of the Carnegie
Abbey Club. “To be on the East Coast and
sit on a porch here and watch a sunser like
this 1s pretty spectacular.”

The feeling of serenity at the Carnegie
Abbey Club also emanates from a spiritual
source. The club’s approximately 350 acres
are owned by a local Benedictine monastery,
which remains the steward of the property
and runs a boarding and day school for stu-
dents in grades nine through 12. Accord-
ing to Downes, O’Neill Properties Group
owns the club, and has rights to the land
through a 100-year lease signed with the
Portsmouth Abbey. “The monastery pro-
vides a good barometer to ensure that there
isn’t any overdevelopment,” he said. “They
don’t allow us to arbitrarily build just any-
thing here; we have to look carefully at how
it would affect the land in the future.”

The property is steeped in history. It was
the site of the Battle of Rhode Island, in the

Revolutionary War. On August 29, 1778,
the Continental Army attempted to recap-
ture Aquidneck Island from British forces,
to secure Narragansett Bay for American
and French ship traffic. Historical sources
say that the outcome of the battle was “in-
conclusive.”

Modern times have brought development
to this prime piece of coastal real estate, but
it has been accomplished with due reverence
for the past in mind. Historical markers dot
the Carnegiec Abbey Club’s 18-hole Scor-
tish golf course, which was designed by re-
nowned English architect Donald Steel. He
was hand picked, according to Downes, be-
cause of his minimalist design philosophy,
especially his preference for routing courses
into the existing topography. “The course
was carved out of the existing topography.”
said Downes. “Like most courses in the
United Kingdom, the course was developed
using the existing lay of the land.”

“The interesting and imporrant facr is
that, during the development of the club,

THE CARNEGIE ABBEY

YACHT CLUB

will offer 41 slips in a fortified yacht basin
carved into the rocky shoreline of the
Narragansett Bay. Dock services will be
available daily from 8 am to dusk with dock
staff ready to assist with tying up, casting
off, loading and unloading luggage. Amenities
include an ice machine, coolers, basic
yachting supplies; and on share restrooms
with showers. A Carnegie Abbey concierge
will coordinate transportation needs, dining
reservations, laundry and dry cleaning, and
directions for land and water destinations;
24-hour security will be provided. Every
slip will be fully-equipped with cable access,
telephone hookup, fresh water connection,
50 — 100 amp power connection; and
hardwood decking on all floats.



THE CARNEGIE ABBEY
CLUBHOUSE

The B8,000-square-foot, shingle and
fieldstone Clubhouse is a place for dining,
socializing, and relaxing. The Great Hall of
the Clubhouse offers a hand-built, 35-foot
fieldstone fireplace. There is an octagonal
mahogany bar in the Members’ Lounge
with snooker and billiards available. The
dining lounges and sweeping verandahs
take advantage of spectacular views of the
Club’s signature 18th hole and its beauti-
ful Narragansett Bay backdrop. Members
and guests enjoy generous locker rooms,
steam and sauna facilities, rain shower-
heads and side body spray jets to soothe
and rejuvenate after a day on the golf
course, tennis court, or boat deck.

the school, the monks, and Peter de Savary
(the original developer) worked with the
local Narragansett Indian tribe, which has
been an integral part of the history of this
1sland,” said Downes. ¢ They cooperated to
ensure that everything was maintained in
a manner befitting the historic landmarks
and the overall feel of the place. The club
gives the impression of having been here
forever, even though it is only a few years
old.” (It opened in 2000.) Local Narra-
gansett Indians helped to rebuild the stone
walls that once marked the property lines,
and they built much of the new stonework
around the estate, including chimneys and
archways. The Carnegie Abbey Club is
not only an important historic site, but a
natural preserve as well. The grounds are
maintained as a wildlife habitat shared by
ospreys, hawks, and coyotes. And the club
is working to have the habitat certified by
the Audubon Society.

The Carnegie Abbey Club bills itself as a
“private sporting estate.” Along with golf,
the club features a yacht club with 41 slips
that can handle watercraft up to 74 feet in

length, an equestrian center with seven miles
of riding trails, a tennis center featuring Har-
Tru courts, a European style spa, and even
a summer camp — Camp Carnegie — that
keeps kids busy with a variety of activities.
“It is a very relaxed and unpretentious
environment,” said Downes. “We are not
a stuffy club by any means. We want the
members to come to the club and relax and
enjoy themselves. We are very much a fam-
ily club. Members can share the club with
their grandparents, children, and grand-
children. But we are also very cognizant of
the need to create a space for those mem-
bers without children, who might wish to
get away to a more tranquil environment.
“And we really focus on service,” said
Downes. “You have the best of every possible
amenity available to you, from a spectacular
goll course to a world-class restaurant with
a master chef at the helm. Owner and club
chairman Brian O'Neill, who purchased the
club in July, 2003, has been very instrumen-
tal in creating this new attirude toward ser-
vice, and in ensuring that members are happy
here. He’s worked hard to establish member










