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NORTH CAROEINA

TWO-TIME DEFENDING OPEN CHAMPION
Padraig Harrington still calls his native Dublin
home, but when the superstar golfer takes his
game to The States, it is North Carolina that
has caught the Irishman's fancy.

Harrington’s new base in America is White
Qak Plantation in Tryon, a Blue Ridge Mountain
town in the western part of the state. White Oak
Plantation features an Armold Palmer—designed
golf course and a slew of additional upscale
amenities—an equestrian center, a vineyard,
nature [l‘ﬁils, an ()bSE['VﬂtO['Y Hnd even an Ifl‘ih
pub among them—that made it an easy decision
for Harrington to choose the private community
as his home away from home.

“White Qak is one of the most amazing and

unique places ['ve ever ser eyes upon,” said
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Harringron. “The way they’ve blended modern  :
day amenities with an appreciation for tradirional
Irish culture is phenomenal. This place really :
feels like home. I can’t think of a better place for :
my family to base ourselves and enjoy life while
in North America.”

His White Oak Plantation base of operations
allows Harringron quick interstate and airport
access to cities including Atlanta, Charlotte and
Spartanburg, S.C.

The par-71, 7,200—yard Palmer layout at .
White Oak Plantation, scheduled to open later
on in 2009, features Zovsia fairways and hybrid =~ :

bentgrass greens, The community’s equestrian

center is designed by Major Mark Phillips, a

member of the British three-day event team that

won the Olympic gold medal in 1972. Phillips,

formerly married to The Princess Royal, currently
serves as the coach of the U.S. eventing team.

[t is no surprise that the beauty and diversity
of North Carolina lured Harringron into its
clutches. North Carolina proffers a varied canvas
of altitudes and topographies on which many
of the game’s greatest course architecrs have
regularly dabbled. For example, Pinchurst No.2
architect Donald Ross left his imprint on nearly
40 other courses across North Carolina.

Arnold Palmer, a native Pennsylvanian,
is another adopted North Carolinian who
continues to bestow his gratitude, gifts and genius
there more than a half century after he wandered
into the state as an accidental student. Palmer
moved south to play on the Wake Forest golf
team at the urging of his friend Buddy Worsham.
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It also speaks volumes for North Carolina that
golf course architect newcomers Tiger Woods and
Phil Mickelson chose the state’s extensive palette for
the first U.S. designs of their respective companies.

The state features mountains along its entire
western spine. Mount Mitchell near Asheville,
which rises above 6,600 feet, is the highest point in
the United States east of the Mississippi River. The
cities of Charlotte, Greenshoro and Raleigh are
situated in the rolling terrain of the Piedmont region.

The lighthouse—dotred Cuter Banks feature
adventurous golf opportunities atop the slim
remains of ancient coastal sand dunes. Brunswick
County and the port ciry of Wilmington are
home to some of the state’s finest courses along
North Carolina’s “Golf Coast.”

Pinehurst, located in Sandhills region, has

hosted several men’s and women’s U.S. Open
Championships and many of golf’s top amateur
events. Massachusetts’ businessman James
Walker Tufts bought 5,000 acres of scrubby
pines in Moore County in 1895 and turned
it into one of the world’s grear golf resorts.
Pinehurst Resort now features eight top courses,
including Ross’s famed No.2. It is a haven for
golf enthusiasts seeking second homes and
retirement living. The Pinehurst-Southem
Pines—Aberdeen area is home to approximately
50 additional courses as well as some of the
state’s finest golf communities.

Golfers searching for top—natch courses and
upscale golf communities in North Carolina face
the daunting—but enviable—task of choosing

from hundreds of miles of prime real estate
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connecting the mountains and the sea.

“We are incredibly spoiled in North Carolina,”
says Kevin Brafford, director of communicarions
for the North Carolina Association of Realtors
and the president of the North Carolina Golf
Panel, which annually ranks the state’s top
courses. “People around the world know how
special Pinehurst is, and thar leads some folks to
believe that we just have Pinchurst. Bur those
who have visited or moved to the state know
better. Qur mountain golf course communities
are filled largely with either full-time residents
who have moved from other states or Florida
residents who escape here in the summer. I'd put
our coastal golf course communities up against
any state. And in between those two areas—my

%

gosh. North Carolina is a golfer’s paradise.”
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